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Our vision is a regenerative economy where companies not only stop causing
harm but restore resources that were lost to society and the planet, while still
being profitable.
Therefore, we work with entrepreneurs across the globe to promote and scale
their solutions to the most pressing social, environmental, and economic
challenges of our time.
Applications for the RESPOND 2022 accelerator open on January 17. We’re
excited to receive your application and look forward to learning more about you
and your startup.
Our current take-make-use-dispose economy absorbs far
more resources than Earth can provide.
That’s why, at RESPOND, we are keen to see innovative
solutions that promote the responsible and equitable use of
resources, ranging from circular economy approaches to the
development and use of sustainable materials.

The production of goods is too energy- and transport
intensive, yet we observe widespread overconsumption.
Consequently, at RESPOND, we want to see models that
encourage fair and sustainable production and consumption
patterns; whether that be by reducing energy consumption and
CO2 emissions, extending the lifecycle of products, creating
local supply chains, or through other promising solutions.

Global warming and loss of biodiversity are already affecting many
communities and natural habitats.
Therefore, at RESPOND, we are interested in innovative, techbased approaches that support the adaptation and regeneration of
ecosystems and communities. These can be, for example, early
warning systems for changes in environmental conditions as well as
solutions to cope with rising temperatures or rising sea levels.

RESPOND supports entrepreneurs working towards a just and sustainable future
in line with the UN 2030 Agenda. For our 2022 cohort, we’re looking for ten
entrepreneurs with startup solutions that match the following criteria:

SUSTAINABILITY
We seek sustainable business models that systematically address three
areas of innovation: Future of Work, Sustainable Urbanization, and
Responsible Economy.
The startup addresses one or more of our action areas; the problem as
well as the intended systemic impact is well defined and measured. The
startup offers a well-defined value proposition balancing impact and
business.

INNOVATION
We’re excited about cutting-edge technology and innovative business
models that have the potential to scale up globally.
Through technological or business model innovation, the startup offers a
new solution to the problem at hand. The innovation has the potential to
disrupt large markets and differentiates the startup from its competitors.

TRACTION
We support international startups with a functional prototype in place, first
paying customers and revenues.
The startup has established product-market-fit and is looking to scale
operations and / or tackle new opportunities. Growth metrics show
relevant traction. Notable references support the startup.

LEADERSHIP
We search for entrepreneurs ready to take responsibility, lead a team, and
create a positive company culture.
The team has what it takes to scale the startup. The team is serious about
equality, diversity and inclusion in the startup. Founding team is motivated
to join RESPOND for the right reasons and commits to the program.
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ONLINE
APPLICATIONS
OPEN UNTIL
FEBRUARY 27, 2022
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1ST SHORTLIST
VIDEO-CALL
INTERVIEWS
INDIVIDUAL, ONLINE
2ND SHORTLIST
FINAL PITCH
EVENT
APRIL 28, 2022, ONLINE
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PROGRAM
KICK-OFF
MAY, 2022
in person (tbd)
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ANNOUNCEMENT
2022 COHORT

ACCELERATOR
SPRINT #1
MAY 31 – JUNE 3
online

KEY EVENTS
KICK-OFF PITCH NIGHT
JUNE 1/2,
online
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SPRINT #2
JUNE 28 – JULY 01
online
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RESPONSIBLE
LEADERSHIP DAYS
JULY 7 – 10
Somewhere in the mountains
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SPRINT #3
SEPT 13 – 16
online
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SPRINT #4
OCT 17 – 21
Munich

BITS & PRETZELS
SEPT 25 – 27
Munich
DEMO NIGHT
OCT 20
Munich

ONLINE
APPLICATIONS
UNTIL FEBRUARY 27
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To complete the application, we ask for (I) contact details as well information
about the (II) company and (III) solution, (IV) traction, (V) team and (VI) motivation.
We assess fit based on the (a) degree of
innovation, (b) the sustainable business model,
(c) leadership and team aspects as well as
(d) motivation to join RESPOND.

1ST SHORTLIST
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VIDEO-CALL
INTERVIEWS
INDIVIDUAL, ONLINE
Applications that match our selection criteria and offer exciting innovation in our
three focus areas make it onto the first shortlist. All startups at this stage are
invited to a 30 minute video-call interview.
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In the video-call interviews we want to learn more
about the startup and the team behind it. We
again assess fit based on (a) degree of innovation,
(b) the sustainable business model, (c) leadership
and team aspects as well as (d) motivation to join
RESPOND.
Following the phone interviews, we will dig
deeper on those applications we are most excited
about. This will include expert consultations,
reference checks and market research.

2ND SHORTLIST
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FINAL
PITCH EVENT
APRIL 28, ONLINE
Those startups that come out of the phone-interviews and in-depth analysis are
invited to a final pitch event. In the pitch event, we ask entrepreneurs to pitch
their business in front an expert jury consisting of the RESPOND team with
relevant experts. 5 minute pitch, 5 minute Q&A.
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At this stage, we assess fit based on (a) relevance
of the solution and attractiveness to industry and
investors, (b) leadership and motivation to
participate in RESPOND and (c) relative
performance against other applicants.

FINAL COHORT

HOW
WILL YOU
RESPOND?

